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deaths of Catholic or Protestant martyrs, no scenes like the
murder of the Carthusian monks, no mighty upheaval of social
forces, such as marked the Reformation in its course in
England. Religion, ultimately to be the occasion of appalling
woes, did not as yet really disturb the Irish community; even
the suppression of the religious houses seems not to have
called out a word of protest. The agitation,^ however, such as
it was, in the Pale, quickened a movement of a more
formidable kind, which for some time had been on foot in
Ireland, and came, to a certain extent, to its aid. The severity
shown by Henry to the House of Kildare, the conviction, as it
was said, " that the King would never rest, until he had had
the blood of the Geraldine race," had exasperated and alarmed
the still powerful kinsmen of a family, but yesterday almost
supreme in Ireland; and these began to contemplate another
rising. Conn, chief of the warlike tribe of the O'Neills, a
descendant of the royal Hy-Niall line, and nearly allied in
blood to the Earls of Kildare, was the master spirit of this new
league; but Desmond and the Geraldines of Munster con-
curred ; and they were joined by other chiefs of the Celts of
the South, and by Brian the head, as we have said, of the Celts
of Offaley, all connected with the great fallen House. Pre-
parations were made to attack the Englishry;- arms were
collected, and clans mustered; and the late reforms in the
Church, and what had followed from them, were employed to
give the movement a religious aspect, and to invoke foreign
assistance for it. Paul III and Charles V were adjured to
support a Holy War in Ireland, with a heretic king; and the
Pope certainly seemed to lend an ear to these prayers.
The rising, however, menacing as it appeared, though it
broke out in places, quickly came to nothing. The pre-
servation of the young heir of the Kildares was, probably, a
main object of the league; after hair-breadth escapes, and long
wanderings from Offaley, into the Desmond lands, the child,